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transfers men from a barbarous to a civilized com-
munity. But he declined to pledge himself to
specific measures, saying, " I cling to my personal
independence as the choicest and richest of all
possessions. I will take my place in Congress
as a freeman or not at all, pledged only to Truth,
Liberty, and the Constitution, with no terror be-
fore my eyes but the terror to do wrong. Thus,
or not at all, will I reascend the giant stairs of
the Capitol." Whittier was determined to get
a more explicit pledge or prevent his election.
At his suggestion, his friend Henry B. Stan ton
read Cushing's letter and commented upon it in a
humorous and caustic way, and the convention
adjourned without any action in his favor. Gush-
ing, who was anxious to secure the Liberty vote,
was in a corner of the gallery while his communi-
cation was being criticised. In. the evening, he
met Whittier at the hotel, and expressed his
chagrin at the reception given his careful letter.
He said, " What shall I do ? " Whittier replied,
" Thee cannot expect the votes of our people, unless
thee speaks more plainly." " But how can I do
that now?" said Gushing. Whittier suggested,
" Write a short letter to me, and do not hide thy
meaning under many words." Gushing did not
feel like doing it, but said at length, " Let me see
you in the morning." Whittier was to leave for
home by stage quite early, and promised to call for
Gushing, He found the anxious statesman half-
dressed, and waiting for him. He had decided to
sign any letter that Whittier would write. Whit
tier thereupon wrote the short letter that follows,